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^ IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE ' 

In re application of Docket No: Q86135 

EijiICfflARA,ctal. 

Appln.No.: 10/524,262 Group Art Unit: Not Yet Assigned 

Confirmation No.: Not Yet Assigned Examiner: Not Yet Assigned 

Filed: February 11,2005 

For: PROCESS AND APPARATUS FOR JUDGING RESIDUAL LIFETIME AND END STAGE 
OF RUN-FLAT TIRE DURING CONTINUOUS RUNNING AT A RUN-FLAT STATE AS 
WELL AS PROGRAM-RECORDED RECORD MEDIUM 

REQUEST FOR REFUND 

MAIL STOP 16 

Director of the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: CJD 
Applicants hereby respectfully request a refund in the amount of $1 00.00. This refund is to be ^ 

credited to Deposit Account No. 19-4880. ^ 

i 

Applicants believe that revised 37 C.F.R. § 1.492 allows reduced search and/or examination fees -K 
for applications in which the national fee was not filed before December 8, 2004. The above-referenced ^ 

ar 

application was filed on Februaiy 1 1 , 2005, with a copy of the International Search Report. (A copy of "1 



the transmittal letter, PTO stamped Serial Number Card and ISR is attached.) Therefore, Applicants 
believe they are entitled to the reduced fee. A duplicate copy of this paper is also attached. 

Respectfully submitted. 
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National Stage Knto' of PCT/JPO.VO 10270 
REQUEST FOR EARLY NOTIFJCATION OP SERIAL ^^JMBEK 



Inventor(s): Eiji ICIHARA, Yoshinori IMAMURA. Takehiko YAMADA 



Title: PROCESS AND APPARA TUS FOR JUDGING RESIDUAL 
LIFETIME AND END STAGE OF RUN-FLAT TIRE DURING 
CONTINUOUS RUNNING AT A RUN-FLAT STATE AS WELL AS 
PROGRAM-RECORDED RECORD MEDIUM 

AuyDoc-#: Q86I35 Client: SUGIMUR A INTERNATIONAL PATENT 

Filing Date: February 11.2005 # Pgs. Spec/Abst: 32^ #Claims: 21 ff'd 
I" 2 pages of WO 2004/013671 Al copy of PCT/IB/394 
# Dwg. Sheets: 8 sheets Decl no Prelim Amdi yes 

ISR/PTO/SB/08 A&B/PriorArt: yes Asgml: no Fee: $ 1810.00 

0 Check Attached □ Charge to Deposit # 19-4880 Atty/Sec: RMM/ecb 

SERIAL NO.: CONF NO.; 




INTERNATIONAL SEAR<^ REPORT 



-'I International application No. 

PCT/JP03/10270 



"a classification Ol-SUBJECr ma ITJIK 
Int. CI' B60C23/20, G01K13/08 



According to InteniaUonal Patent QassificaUon (IPQ or to both national dassiHcaUon and IPC 



|B. FIELDS SEARCHED 



MHriSiiifdocumenlationliS;^^ 



Int. CI 



ineniauonsea[».iiBuv"««»"'""'"" — - - _ -.-.^1 n /nri n /I n 

■» B60C23/00-23/20, G01K13/08, B60C17/00-17/10 



,Oocn.en.a.ions..cHedo,.^anna^^^^^ 

I Electronicdatabasc consulted dunng the .nten.at.ona.search(nameotcU>U base an^ 



ic. DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELBVANT 



Category* 



X 
Y 



atation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages 
WO Ql/1780b Al (THE GO ODYEAR TIRt: & RUBBER CO.), 
15 March, 2001 (15.03.01), 
Full text; Figs. 1 to 4 
& JP 2003-508299 A 
Full text; Figs. 1 to 4 

US 6259361 Bl (Prince Corp.), 
10 June, 2001 (10.06.01), 
column 3, lines 11 to 42; Fig. 1 
(Family: none) 

WO 01/25034 Al (THE GOODYEAR TIRE & RUBBER CO.), 
12 April, 2001 (12.04.01), 1 ? 

Page 7, line 28 to page 8", line 3; Figs. 1 to 2. 
& JP 2003-511287 A 
Par. No. [0027]; Figs. 1 to 2 



RetevaottodaimNo. 

14-21 
1-4,11,12 



1-4,11,12 



Further documents am listed in the continuation of Box C Q See patent family annex. 



Special categories of cited documents: 
"A" document defining the general state of the ait which is not 
considered to be of particular relevance . , 

«r cariief document but publbhed on or after the inlcmational filing 

doaimcnt which may throw doubts on priority daira(5) or which is 
cited to establish the publicaUon date of another dUtion or other 
special reason (as specified) . 
«0" document lefcning to an oal disclosore, use, exhibition or other 

-r dl^^ent published prior to the inleinational filing dale but later 
than the priority date claimed 



later document published after the international filing date or 
priority date and not in conflict with the appUcation but cued to 
understand the principle or Ihcojy underlying the invention 
"X" document of particular relevance; the claimed invenUon cannot be 
considered novel or cannot be considered to involve an inventive 
sleo when the document is taken alone 

doojmcnt of particoUr relevance; the clainted invention cannot be 
considered to involve an inventive step when the document is 
combined with one or more other such documents, such 
combination being obvious to a person sidUed in the art 
doGuraeot memberof the same patent family 



Dale of the actual completion of the inlernational search 
17 November, 2003 (17.11.03) 



Name and mailing address of the ISA/ 

Japanese Patent Office 



Date of mailing of the intemauonal search report 

02 December, 2003 (02.12.03) 



Authorized officer 



lOTEBNATIONAL SEARCli REPORT 



CtMtionaUpplicauo"""- 
PCT/JP03/10270 




,P 2003-220810 K (The Yolcoha.a Rubber Co. 
05 August, 2003 (05 08.03), 
Full text; Figs. 1 to z 
(Family: none) 

jP 2003-159918 A (fridgestone Corp.), 
03 June, 2003 (03.06-03), 
Full text; Figs. 1 to 4 
(Family: none) 



Ltd.) , 



1-21 



1-21 




2100 Pennsylvania Avenue. NW 
Washington, DC 20037-5213 



Sughrue 



T 202.293.7060 
F 202.2937660 



SUGHRUE MION.PLLC 




(iOi Castro Street 
Mountain View. CA 9f(0ifi-20O7 



Robert M. Masters 

T(202) 6e^-7kV* 
rmasters@sughrue.coni 



T 650.625.8100 
F 650.625.8110 



February 11.2005 



AI6 Bldg.1i>F 
1-1-3 Marunouchi 
Chiyoda-ku Tokyo 100-ooos 
Japan 



MAIL STOP PCT ^ 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. BOX 1450 



PCT/JP2G03/010270 
-filed August 12. 2003 



www.sughrue.com 



T 03.5220.0200 
F 03.5220.0222 



Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Re: Application of Eiji ICfflARA, Yoshinori IMAMURA, and Takehiko YAMADA 
PROCESS AND APPARATUS FOR JUDGING RESIDUAL LIFETIME AND 
END STAGE OF RUN-FLAT TIRE DURING CONTINUOUS RUNNING AT 
A RUN-FLAT STATE AS WELL AS PROGRAM-RECORDED RECORD 
MEDIUM 

Assignee: BRIDGESTONE CORPORATION 
OurRef: Q86135 



The following documents and fees are submitted herewith in connection with the above 
application for the purpose of entering the National stage under 35 U.S.C. §371 and in 
accordance with the Patent Cooperation Treaty: 

□ a copy of the executed Declaration and Power of Attorney. 

0 an English translation of the International Application. Also enclosed is a copy of the 
first two pages of WO 2004/014671 AL 

0 8 sheets of drawings. 

0 a copy of Notification Concerning Submission or Transmittal of Priority Document 
(Form PCT/IB/304). 

□ an English translation of Article 34 amendments (annexes to the IPER). 

□ a copy of the executed Assignment and PTO 1 595 form. 

0 a PTO/SB/08 A & B (modified) listing the ISR/IPER references. Also enclosed is a 
copy of the International Search Report. 

0 a copy of each reference (except the U.S. patent) cited in the ISR/IPER. 

0 a Preliminary Amendment. 

0 It is expressly requested that the national stage of processing be commenced 
immediately in accordance with 35 U.S.C. § 371(f)* 

A copy of the Declaration and Power of Attorney, and a copy of the Assignment will 
be submitted at a later date. 



Dear Sir: 



Sughrue 

SUCHRUE MION.PLLC 



Commissioner for Patents 
February 11,2005 
Page 2 

It is assumed that copies of the International Application, the International Preliminary 
Examination Report, and any Articles 19 and 34 amendments as required by §371(c) will be 
supplied directly by the International Bureau, but if further copies are needed, the undersigned 
will undertake to provide them upon request. 

The Government filing fee is calculated, after entry of the Preliminary Amendment, as 

follows: 

Total claims 29 - 20 = 9_ x $50.00 $450.00 

Independent claims 2 - 3 = x $200.0 = $.00 



A check for the statutory filing fee of $1810.00 is attached. The USPTO is directed and 
authorized to charge all required fees, except for the Issue Fee and the Publication Fee, to 
Deposit Account No. 19-4880. Please also credit any overpayments to said Deposit Account. A 
duplicate copy of this transmittal letter is attached. 

Priority is claimed from: 

Country A pplication No Filing Date 



Base Fee 

Search Fee 

Examination Fee 

Multiple Dependent Claim Fee 



$300.00 
$500.00 
$200.00 
$360.00 



TOTAL FEE 



$1810.00 



Japan 
Japan 



2002-234472 



2002-241333 



August 12, 1002 
August 12, 2002 
Respectfully submitted. 



SUGHRUE MION, PLLC 
Telephone: (202) 293-7060 
Facsimile: (202) 293-7860 




Registration No. 35,603 



WASHINGTON OFRCE 



23373 



CUSTOMER NUMBER 



This Page is Inserted by IFW Indexing and Scanning 
Operations and is not part of the Official Record 

BEST AVAILABLE IMAGES 

Defective images within this document are accurate representations of the original 
documents submitted by the applicant. 

Defects in the images include but are not limited to the items checked: 

□ BLACK BORDERS 

□ IMAGE CUT OFF AT TOP, BOTTOM OR SIDES 

□ FADED TEXT OR DRAWING 

□ BLURRED OR ILLEGIBLE TEXT OR DRAWING 

□ SKEWED/SLANTED IMAGES 

□ COLOR OR BLACK AND WHITE PHOTOGRAPHS 

□ GRAY SCALE DOCUMENTS 

□ LINES OR MARKS ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT 

□ REFERENCE(S) OR EXHIBIT(S) SUBMITTED ARE POOR QUALITY 

□ OTHER: 

IMAGES ARE BEST AVAILABLE COPY. 
As rescanning these documents will not correct the image 
problems checked, please do not report these problems to 
the IFW Image Problem Mailbox. 



